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the same calmness and resolution, the same contempt of
popular clamour, arid the same invariable arid intrepid ad-
herence to the publick good, that has boon shown in form-
ing- and defending it.

But what can we hope from this, or any other law, if
particular men, who cannot be convinced of its expe-
dience, shall not only refuse to obey it, but declare their
design of obstructing the execution of it? shall determine
to retire from the sphere of their authority, rather than
exercise it in compliance with the decree of the senate,
and threaten, in plain terms, to call the country in to their
assistance, and to pour the rabble by thousands upon those
who shall dare to do their duty, and obey their goveu'nows (
Such declarations as these, sir, are little loss than sallies
of rebellion; and, if they pass without cotisuro, will, per-
haps, produce such commotions as may require to bo sup-
pressed by other means than forms of law and senatorial
censures.

Nor do I think that, by rejecting" the petition, *wo have
sufficiently established our authority ; for, in my opinion,
we yielded too much in receiving it. The bill before IIH>
whatever may be its title, is, in reality, a money bill; a
bill, by which aids are grunted to the crown; and we
have, therefore, no necessity of rejecting petitions on this
occasion, because the standing orders of the house forbid
us to admit them.

They then proceeded to the amendments, and when tho
clause for limiting the wages of seamen was read, sir
JOHN BARNARD rose up, and spoko to this oiF*u$t:-~
Sir, we are now to consider the clause to which tho
petition relates, which I have now presented, a petition
on a subject of so general importance, and offered by men
so well acquainted with every argument that can be of-
fered, and every objection which can be raised, that their
request of being heard by their council cannot be denied,
without exposing us to the censure of adhering obstinately
to our own opinions, of shutting our ears against informa-
tion, of preferring expedition to security, and disregard-
ing the welfare of our country.

It will not be necessary to defer our determinations on